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The Analysis of Instructional Practices on Gender Issues in
Kindergarten: With the “Wedding” theme as an Example

Ru-Si Chen

Assistant Professor, Department of Child Care and Education, Yu Da College of Business

Abstract

Whether kindergarten teachers integrate sex education and hygiene habits into
instruction, or whether they employ theme approach in gender education, their emphasis
is on children’s cognitions and experiences in their personal physical well-being. The
instruction seldom includes respect for others and the equality of the sexes, pedagogies
that would avoid the continuation of gender discrimination and sexual bias in current early
childhood teaching practices. Therefore, in order to construct a gender equity society,
instructional practices based on gender equity is essential. First the paper criticized and
reflected upon gender inequality implicit in the existing pedagogy, then it attempted to
uncover instructional design principles from the dominant culture that harbored equal
gender roles. Using the “wedding” as a theme familiar to children, the researchers
developed activities that included gender equity principles, and sought ways to increase
teachers’ gender equity awareness. Finally, the article suggested several strategies to
assist teaching in designing instruction that adhered to gender equity principles, such
as stressing the value of gender equity, respecting gender differences, multiple cultural
values, etc. as core practices in gender equity pedagogy, as well as emphasizing teacher

reflection and construction of gender equity awareness.
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