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Important Issues of Grade 1-9 Curricula
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Abstract

Grade 1-9 Curricula (G1-9C), as a milestone in the curriculum reform history in
Taiwan, imply rich significance from the perspectives of politics of curriculum and
ethics. This paper takes the important issues as the foci of analysis. The important issues
include information education, environment education, gender equality education, human
rights education, career development education, home economics education and marine
education. There might have been many various reasons for and against the inclusion
of these issues into the national curriculum. What interests the author is the legitimacy
grounding the inclusion of the important issues into the formal curriculum: whether
the reasons supporting the important issues as parts of the G1-9 CG are appropriate or
convincing or not. The criteria of legitimacy here are defined as including the uniqueness
of knowledge and worthwhileness of value implied in these issues. This paper will
show that the issues do not satisfy these two criteria. The result reveals that the political
consideration plays a crucial role in the process of legitimation of curriculum-making.
This paper finally concludes with the anticipation that all educational researchers and
practitioners take on responsibility of intellectuals, striving for justice during the on-going

process of curricular reform.
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