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The Preliminary Study on Storytelling Leadership
Competences of Elementary School Principals

Abstract

Storytelling leadership is prevailing and beneycial for corporations nowadays. Some
discussions revealed that storytelling leadership for principal may be viewed as an alternative
way to educational leadership. The storytelling leadership competences of principal are worth
studying because its empirical studies are scarce. Three-dimensional framework for storytelling
leadership competences of principal and a self-made questionnaire were used to assess 207
elementary school principalsd perceptions of the importance and implementation of storytelling
leadership competences. The results showed a perceptional gap between importance and
implementation of storytelling leadership competences and that principals rated importance
higher than implementation. The perceptional importance and implementation of storytelling
leadership competences were positively correlated. Linear or quadratic regression model
was suitable to explain the distributions of principalso storytelling leadership competences.
Moreover, all competences and principals could be divided well into four clusters by using the
perceptional importance and implementation of storytelling leadership competences as two axes
and the average score of perception as discriminative criteria. It is worth noticing that the ratios
of well-knowing-and-well-doing group and bad-knowing-and-bad-doing group were higher
than the ratios of bad-knowing-but-well-doing group and well-knowing-but-bad-doing group.

Keywords: educational leadership, leadership competence, principalship, storytelling
leadership
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