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Abstract

Today, school teachers in Taiwan have more opportunity to work with multi-ethnic
students and parents. Multicultural literacy is therefore necessary for teachers to offer
culturally responsive teaching and to make good cultural communication. Some empirical
studies, however, show that most teachers are not yet prepared to practice multicultural
education. The Multicultural Literacy Scale could help teachers evaluate their own
multicultural competence and the multicultural training course they attend, as well as help
students evaluate their school environment. In a word, the Multicultural Literacy Scale
with multiple functions could help teachers promote their multicultural literacy.

Based on literature review, this article firstly argues the importance of developing
instrumentation for evaluating teachers’ multicultural literacy; secondly, it reports the
initial development, validation, and interpretation of an instrument designed to measure
multicultural literacy in schools; thirdly, it proposes some multicultural training models
in which teachers could make use of their multicultural literacy; and finally it suggests
that a localized Multicultural Literacy Scale should be designed with the multiethnic
views of Taiwan’s teachers together with a guide for school teachers’ use with practicing

multicultural literacy in their pedagogy.

Keywords: multicultural literacy, instrumentation, multicultural competence

indicators
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